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signal to his soldiers to set fire to the building.    Not
a single Turk escaped ; account-books and creditors
alike perished in the flames.    The Wallachs imitated
the example of their prince; everywhere the Turks
were   ruthlessly   massacred.      These   " Wallachian
Vespers " were at once followed by war.    The Turks,
finding that all attempts to seize Michael by treachery
failed, sent  an army of forty  thousand   men   into
Wallachia with orders to depose him.     Three suc-
cessive Roumanian victories freed the country from
the invaders,  and   when   they  rallied  their  beaten
forces and renewed the attack, Michael crossed the
Danube on the ice, and utterly routed them.    Aided
by the Moldavian  prince, Aaron, he made  himself
master of both banks of the Danube and ravaged
the Turkish provinces as far as the walls of Adria-
nople.    The booty, which he took back to his own
country,   was   immense.     Roumania   was   for   the
moment lost to the Turks, and Constantinople and
other Turkish towns, which largely depended upon the
principalities for their supplies of meat, were almost
starved.  At the Turkish capital the confusion, caused
by Michael's triumph,.was increased by the faet that
the Sultan did not know whom to send against him.

Finding, however, that none of their other plans
could be carried out until Wallachia was subdued,
the Turks resolved upon another campaign against
Michael The latter, anxious not to fight alone,
recognised the nominal authority of Sigismund
Bathori, Prince of Transylvania, and consented to
act as his lieutenant. In theory he now became the
vassal of Sigismund, pledged himself to execute no